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Background:
Please join us at the June Ethics for Lunch (EFL) for an interactive session in which we will review topics from the past year and provide an open forum for discussion of topics to consider for the next academic year. We are interested in hearing from the hospital community about the ethical issues that are faced by patients, families, communities, and members of the healthcare team.
The EFL sessions from the past year were:
1. The Intersection of Decision-Making Capacity and Mental Illness
2. Ethics and the Care of Transgender Patients- Justice/Harm/Respect
3. Breastfeeding for US Women with HIV- A Medical and Ethical Analysis
4. Issues of Distrust Around Neurological Death, Organ Donation and the Role of Spiritual Care 
5. Ethical Decision-Making for Patients with Substance Use Disorders Requiring Repeat Cardiac Valve Replacement Surgery
6. Ethical Challenges Associated with Enrolling Families in Genetic/Genomic Research
7. Informed Consent: When patients Change their Minds
8. 26th Annual Shallenberger Lecture “Beyond Charity: Re-Imagined Communities”
9. When a Patient’s Refusal of Care Affects the Overall Treatment Plan
Many of the sessions over the past year addressed informed consent. Is the patient capable of making their own decisions? What information needs to be shared with patients and families in order to be adequately informed, especially with diagnostic tests that have uncertain and potentially profound results, as in genetic testing? What should health professionals do when patients or families do not trust the information they are given? Are there decisions that should be taken out of the hands of family members and left to the discretion of the health care team? What about health care decisions that need to be made for patients whose behaviors put their health at risk? How do institutions partner with communities or members of historically underrepresented groups to advance public health and build a culture of respect and trust?
Objectives: 
1. Define the elements of informed consent and decision-making capacity 
2. Explore ways to show respect for and support diverse members of the community 
3. Discuss how to care for patients or families who refuse treatment or disagree with the health care team 
4. Learn about ethical issues of interest in the hospital community 


For more information about future sessions, please go to http://www.bioethicsinstitute.org/efl.
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Who Serves on the Committee? The Johns Hopkins Hospital Medical Ethics Committee and Consultation Service is made up of representatives from various clinical and administrative departments of the Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions, as well as members of the surrounding community. The committee strives to have interdisciplinary representation with physicians, nurses, nurse practitioners, social workers, chaplains, lawyers, administrators, trainees, students, and community members.

What is an Ethics Consultation? Ethics consultations are provided by the Ethics Committee to facilitate discussion among patients, families, health care professionals, and other involved parties faced with concerns or conflict over patient care decisions.  These decisions include, but are not limited to: goals of care at the beginning of life and at the end-of-life, decision-making capacity, surrogate decision-making process, organ donation, and medically ineffective treatment. Ethics consultants strive to hear from all parties involved in the care of the patient, in order to understand all of the issues and concerns.  The Ethics Consultation team consists of 3-5 committee members from different disciplines, and usually includes a physician, a nurse, a social worker, and a chaplain. Ethics consultations are advisory only; the consultants do not make the decisions for the patients, families, or health care team.  Instead, the ethics consultants facilitate discussion regarding the treatment options in any given case, so as to help patients, families and the health care team come to agreement over the ethically permissible options.

How do I contact the Johns Hopkins Hospital Ethics Committee? An ethics consultant can be paged 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. To speak with the ethics consult team leader, a page can be sent via (410) 283-6104.  During normal business hours, the Ethics Committee can also be reached by calling (410) 955-0620.  The only requirements for requesting an Ethics Consultation are:  1) the patient is being cared for at Johns Hopkins Hospital and/or affiliated outpatient clinics, and 2) the person requesting the consultation is either the patient, a member of the family, the patient’s legal guardian, the patient’s surrogate decision-maker, or a member of the health care team involved in caring for the patient.
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