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“IN THIS TIME OF COVID-19, DIGITAL 
TECHNOLOGIES HAVE AN UNPRECEDENTED 
CAPACITY TO ACCELERATE AND IMPROVE THE 
WAY THE WORLD RESPONDS TO INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE OUTBREAKS AND PANDEMICS.”
Ronald J. Daniels, Johns Hopkins University President

“BIOETHICS NEEDS TO DO BETTER,  
AND WE ARGUE THAT THIS MEANS A RENEWED 

FOCUS ON A GLOBAL HEALTH ETHICS THAT 
RECOGNIZES AND TAKES ACCOUNT OF THE 

REALITIES HIGHLIGHTED BY THE PANDEMIC...”
Jeffrey P. Kahn, with co-authors Anna Mastroianni and Sridhar Venkatapuram, 
“Bioethics in a Post-COVID World: Time for Future-Facing Global Health Ethics”
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In normal circumstances, 

this Annual Report would 

include a look back at the 

yearlong 25th Anniversary 

Celebration of the Berman Institute 

of Bioethics that we had planned for 

2020. But just as that celebration was getting underway, 

COVID-19 changed almost everything. Instead of celebrating 

the Institute’s history this year, our dedicated faculty, trainees 

and staff set out to write a new chapter in it, one unprecedented 

for impact and achievement. They have taken on ever more 

projects and commitments and done so collaboratively with 

colleagues across Johns Hopkins and around the world, all so 

that we can help ensure that the national and international 

public health response to the pandemic is ethically informed 

as well as effective.

Even as our nation grappled with the unprecedented challenges 

of COVID-19, we were shaken by another seismic event: 

protests arising from the senseless deaths of Black citizens at 

the hands of police, a reaction to decades of frustration, anger, 

and inaction. The racial justice protests that marked the 

summer of 2020 provided an acute reminder that racism and 

the inequalities it fosters in our society are longstanding and 

far from being addressed.

The Berman Institute’s mission includes taking on difficult and 

controversial ethical issues, to use our expertise to carry out 

clear analysis and make strong recommendations, to be 

thought leaders, to speak truth to power. Racism is unarguably 

a public health issue, and the pandemic has shone a light on 

longstanding health inequities in our country, exacerbated by 

the structural racism that is prevalent in so many aspects of 

our society.

Most of what follows in this annual report is dedicated to how 

the Berman Institute has responded to this year’s two epochal 

events and their ramifications, as well as what we will do next. 

Our work needs to focus more squarely and intentionally on 

the issues of inequality and social justice, both as they relate 

to the current moment and how they inform the society we 

want to build. 

The Berman Institute is fortunate to have generous supporters 

who have made our work this year possible, and who have 

already demonstrated their commitment to help us achieve 

even more in the brighter days ahead. In particular, I want  

to express my appreciation to Andreas Dracopoulos and 

Michael Bloomberg for helping us establish The Dracopoulos-

Bloomberg Bioethics iDeas Lab. This is the first, critical step in 

creating a new program in public bioethics that will enable us 

to meet the critical needs of the public, governments, and the 

private sector to access clear, accurate and timely information 

about the ethical issues surrounding decision-making in 

science, medicine and public health. 

On behalf of the Berman Institute, I thank all of you for your 

support and I look forward to expressing my gratitude in 

person during 2021.

All my best,

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Jeffrey P. Kahn, PhD, MPH

ANDREAS C. DRACOPOULOS DIRECTOR
ROBERT HENRY LEVI AND RYDA HECHT LEVI 
PROFESSOR OF BIOETHICS AND PUBLIC POLICY 
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SPECIAL SECTION 
RESPONDING TO COVID-19

The Berman Institute of Bioethics is striving to 
ensure that the international public health response 
to COVID-19 is ethically informed as well as effective. 
Through years of experience and scholarship, and 
tested through multiple threatened and actual 
epidemics, scholars at the Berman Institute have led 
research to identify the ethical principles that should 
guide the actions of governments and other institutions 
in a moment like this.

This special section highlights some of the many ways 
the Berman Institute has responded.

Digital Contact Tracing for 
Pandemic Response
In May, Johns Hopkins released a comprehensive report to help 

governments, technology developers, businesses, institutional 

leaders and the public make responsible decisions around use of 

digital contact tracing technology (DCTT), including smartphone 

apps and other tools, to fight COVID-19.

In the first months following its release, Digital Contact 

Tracing for Pandemic Response—a report led by the Berman 

Institute in collaboration with the Center for Health Security at 

Johns Hopkins, as well as leading experts worldwide—was 

downloaded more than 116,000 times by readers from 134 

countries on six continents.

It highlights the ethical, legal, policy and governance issues that 

must be addressed as DCTT are developed and implemented. 

The report’s primary conclusions and recommendations advise 

that privacy should not outweigh public health goals and other 

values; that big technology companies should not unilaterally 

set terms when such broad public interests are at stake; and 

that decisions about the technology and its uses will have to be 

updated as new information becomes available.

As officials in many countries strive to find a balance between 

respecting civil liberties and controlling the pandemic, the report 

offers clear, well-supported guidance for leaders as they consider 

deployment and use of these technologies, as well as the data 

they collect, store and share.

“As we move forward in responding to the pandemic, we 

must strike a balance between privacy and values like 

equity, choice, economic well-being and solidarity,” said 

Jeffrey Kahn. “Too great an emphasis on privacy could 

severely limit the ability to gather information that is critical 

for effective and efficient contact tracing to help beat the 

pandemic, and so the full range of interests and values of 

the public must drive this conversation—and not just 

those asserted by tech companies.”

The report makes numerous recommendations, including:

 ● Technology design should not be static. There is no “one size fits all” approach. Design should be capable 

of evolving depending upon local conditions, new evidence and changing preferences and priorities.

 ●  Technology companies alone should not control the terms, conditions, or capabilities of DCTT. Nor should 

they presume to know what is acceptable to members of the public.

 ● DCTT should be designed to have a base set of features that protect privacy, with layers of additional 

capabilities that users can choose to activate. A default should be that user location data are not shared, 

but users should be provided with easy mechanisms and prompts to allow for opting-in to this capability, 

especially if opting-in is critical to achieving public health goals.

 ● De-identified data collected through DCTT should be made available to public health professionals 

and researchers to support population-level studies and analyses.

 ● Those who authorize use of DCTT within a particular jurisdiction or institution should continuously 

and systematically monitor the technology’s performance in that context. This should include 

monitoring for effectiveness and benefit, monitoring for harms and monitoring for the fair 

distribution of both benefits and harms.

 ● Governments should not require mandatory use of DCTT given the uncertainty about potential 

burdens and benefits. Additional technology, user and real-world testing is needed.

 ● Congress should enact legislation specifically tailored to use of DCTT as part of the response to 

COVID-19, which would facilitate uses of DCTT to promote the public health response while 

protecting citizens.

“In this time of COVID-19, digital technologies have an unprecedented capacity to accelerate and improve 

the way the world responds to infectious disease outbreaks and pandemics,” said Johns Hopkins University 

President Ronald J. Daniels. “The digital contact tracing technologies represent great opportunity. They also 

present significant ethical, legal and governance concerns that we, as a society, must grapple with. I’m 

grateful to the Berman Institute of Bioethics together with the Center for Health Security for leading this 

effort and galvanizing some of the nation and the world’s foremost leaders on these issues to share their 

knowledge on this complex and timely set of issues.”
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Berman Institute faculty co-authored a 

report providing an ethical framework 

for making decisions about allocation 

and distribution of a COVID-19 vaccine 

during the initial period when such a 

vaccine has first been authorized for 

use and is still in limited supply.

Released by the Center for Health 

Security at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 

School of Public Health, the report, 

Interim Framework for COVID-19 

Vaccine Allocation and Distribution in 

the United States, proposes specific 

tiers of high-priority candidates for 

receiving a first vaccine based on this 

framework, including recognizing the 

contributions of essential workers who 

have been overlooked in previous 

allocation schemes:

Tier 1 includes those:

 ● Most essential in sustaining the 

ongoing COVID-19 response;

 ● At greatest risk of severe illness and 

death, and their caregivers;

 ● Most essential to maintaining core 

societal functions.

Tier 2 includes those:

 ● Involved in broader health provision;

 ● Facing greater barriers to access care 

if they become seriously ill;

 ● Contributing to maintenance of core 

societal functions;

 ● Whose living or working conditions 

give them elevated risk of infection, 

even if they have lesser or unknown 

risk of severe illness and death.

The framework is guided by the 

following ethical principles, which the 

report authors believe should guide 

COVID-19 vaccine allocation and help 

identify more specific policy goals and 

objectives around vaccine policies:

 ● Promotion of the common good, by 

bolstering public health while enabling 

social and economic activity;

 ● The importance of treating individuals 

fairly and promoting social equity; 

for example, by addressing racial and 

ethnic disparities in COVID-19 mortality, 

and by recognizing the contributions 

of essential workers who have been 

overlooked in previous allocation 

schemes;

 ● The promotion of legitimacy, trust 

and a sense of community ownership 

over vaccine policy, while respecting 

the diversity of values and beliefs in 

our pluralist society.

The Berman Institute’s Anne Barnhill, Carleigh 

Krubiner, and Alan Regenberg are among the 

co-authors, as is former Hecht-Levi Fellow Justin 

Bernstein. Ruth Faden contributed. 

Frontline medical workers continue to confront unprecedented 

professional and personal challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

From their own inadequate access to personal protective 

equipment to facing impossible decisions about allocating 

limited lifesaving resources among their patients, clinicians 

have experienced feelings of betrayal, anger, and fear.

Now, by combining one of the pandemic’s newest forms of 

communication—the Zoom webinar—with the ancient art 

form of Greek tragedy, an innovative project is reaching 

frontline medical workers who may be struggling in isolation, 

providing them the opportunity to name and communalize 

their experiences, connect with colleagues, and access 

available resources.

Theater of War for Frontline Medical Providers—developed 

by Theater of War Productions, the Johns Hopkins Berman 

Institute of Bioethics, and the Johns Hopkins Program in 

Arts, Humanities & Health—presents dramatic readings by 

acclaimed actors of scenes from ancient Greek plays for 

audiences of frontline medical providers to open up powerful 

dialogue about difficult subjects. In an article published by 

The Lancet, the project’s organizers write “we have found that 

presenting scenes from ancient tragedies about complex ethical 

situations for frontline medical providers generates an open, 

non-threatening space in which health personnel can begin to 

process, interrogate, share, and bear witness to experiences 

of loss, betrayal, grief, and other forms of moral suffering during 

the COVID-19 pandemic.”

Theater of War for Frontline Medical Providers events begin 

with a live reading of scenes carefully curated to address themes 

and issues that medical providers may be facing during the 

pandemic, such as personal risk, abandonment, deferred grief, 

deviation from standards of care, helplessness, and complicity 

in creating suffering. After the performance, the actors are 

replaced by four panelists—a diverse group of front-line medical 

providers—who respond to what they heard in the plays that 

resonated with their own experiences of caring for patients 

during the pandemic. After the panelists’ remarks, a skilled 

facilitator prompts the audience to join the discussion with a 

series of questions encouraging reflection and dialogue about 

Planning 
How to 

Ethically 
Allocate 

and 
Distribute 

COVID 
Vaccines

themes raised by the plays. The discussion provides an opportunity 

for the medical workers in the audience to take center stage, 

sharing the impact of COVID-19 on their lives and finding solace 

in the community of their peers.

The project premiered on May 24, with 417 clinicians from the 

Baltimore area logging onto Zoom for a performance featuring 

Frances McDormand, Jesse Eisenberg, David Strathairn, and 

Frankie Faison. In a post-performance evaluation, 93% of 

respondents reported that the program offered new insights 

about their experience during COVID; 92% said the program 

made it easier to talk about difficult subjects related to COVID. 

Following that success, the Arts in Health Initiative of the 

Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund provided a grant to Theater 

of War and the Berman Institute to fund 10 performances of 

the project in New York City attended by hundreds of frontline 

medical workers, as well as the general public. 

“Ancient tragedies provide a new entry point for clinicians to 

process moral suffering generated by the pandemic,” wrote 

Theater of War Artistic Director Bryan Doerries and Berman 

Institute faculty Cynda Rushton, Jeremy Greene and Gail Geller 

in The Lancet. “While individual cognitive reframing can be 

helpful in the treatment of traumatic disorders, there is also a 

role for collective social interventions in responding to collective 

trauma. Ancient Greek plays about chronic and terminal illness, 

moral distress, the challenges of witnessing suffering, and 

end-of-life care can be used to forge a common vocabulary for 

openly engaging doctors, nurses, students, and other health-

care professionals in creating constructive dialogue, fostering 

understanding, compassion, and a renewed sense of community.”

Employing Greek 
Tragedy to Help 
Medical Professionals 
Cope with COVID
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The education of students 

at Johns Hopkins School 

of Medicine was among 

the many disruptions 

caused when the COVID-19 

pandemic first struck in 

March, as new safety mea-

sures suddenly prohibited 

medical students who would normally have been on clinical 

rotations from accessing the hospital and patients. Seeing an 

opportunity to provide a meaningful and timely alternative, the 

Berman Institute of Bioethics quickly created and offered a new 

elective, “Ethical and Policy Challenges in the Era of Covid-19: 

Implications for Clinical Practice, Research and Public Health,” 

that immersed students in independent scholarly research 

projects studying the pandemic’s impact in real time.

“When I was doing background research, ethics felt like a very 

academic and philosophical subject,” said Laura Pugh, a third-year 

medical student with an interest in Internal Medicine. “In the 

course, I really appreciated the application of ethics and the way 

it was not just used to explore theoretical ideas, but to bring it 

into practice and make recommendations for ways things 

could and should be done in a better way.”

During the course, Pugh conducted two projects related to 

allocation frameworks for rationing life-saving care. One 

compared systems of allocation, especially for people with 

disabilities, and the other created an intellectual history of 

changes in thinking about allocation frameworks from the early 

2000s to the start of the pandemic.

Each of the seven students in the course was paired with a Berman 

Institute faculty member whose research interests 

aligned with the student’s. Formal courses 

meetings occurred virtually once a week 

for two hours from mid-April until late May. 

The majority of the course was the students’ 

independent research work on their projects, 

guided by weekly meetings with their faculty mentors.

“Bioethics is not just a theoretical field,” said Gail Geller, the 

Berman Institute’s Director of Educational Programs, who 

created the course. “These medical students learned that it’s 

also a place to do serious, rigorous empirical research projects.”

Students Katie Clark and Megan Hunt teamed to conduct an 

empirical assessment of healthcare workers’ attitudes about 

self-infection/immunity passports, as well as a state-by-state 

comparison of plans to end social distancing. Their paper 

“Safer Infection Sites: Moral Entitlement, Pragmatic Harm 

Reduction Strategy, or Ethical Outrage” has been accepted for 

publication by the Journal of Medical Ethics. 

“I became especially concerned about disparities that came up 

in some of our projects, and how we could create policies that 

provide everyone equal access to healthcare, and even augment 

care for those already facing disparities,” said Hunt. “Particularly 

in the project focusing on allocation of scarce resources, we 

found it very enlightening to delve into the principles of how 

people are justifying medical decision making, deciding who is 

entitled to what, and what risk we’ll accept for ourselves and 

for other people.”

Other projects included:

 ● Qualitative interviews with obstetrics and pediatric providers 

to assess their views of home versus hospital births in light 

of the COVID-19 pandemic;

 ● Assessing the impact of infection prevention and control 

policies, in particular visitor restrictions, in an inpatient 

labor and delivery setting on exacerbating disparities in 

obstetric outcomes for black women;

 ● Studying the impact of school closings on access to school-

based health centers (SBHCs) for families that rely on them; and

 ● Reimagining the role of SBHCs in increasing access to care 

during COVID-19 through expansion of telehealth services, 

enhancing SBHC-parental communication and engagement, 

and improving continuity of care through SBHC-community 

provider partnerships.

“As a future physician, a lot of my experience with ethics is 

cases, the one-on-one patient perspective. I was rarely thinking 

about public health on a larger scale, but rather dealing with it 

on a micro level,” said Jaretha Abdul-Raheem, who worked on 

the SBHC projects. “What drew me into bioethics was delving 

deeply into the health implications of how COVID is affecting 

everything on a macro level.”

The Berman Institute faculty mentors included two physicians, 

Megan Collins and Marielle Gross, and three faculty trained in 

philosophy, psychology, public health, and bioethics, Anne 

Barnhill, Ruth Faden, and Alan Regenberg.

“The interdisciplinary nature of the elective’s mentors demon-

strates how COVID has blurred boundaries in a beneficial way,” 

said Geller. “Both within the University and between experts in 

fields like bioethics, medicine, and public health, we’re all 

working together in new and effective ways.”

Berman Institute Creates Course for  
Medical Students Disrupted by COVID

Reopening Policy Tracker for K-12 Schools

A multidisciplinary team of Johns Hopkins University researchers, led by Berman Institute 

faculty Megan Collins and Ruth Faden and the School of Education’s Annette Campbell Anderson, 

launched a new website that provides a range of tools dedicated to assessing and guiding K-12 

school reopening plans across the United States, including a School Reopening Policy Tracker 

that provided real-time analysis of the latest guidance documents from every state.

Dubbed the eSchools+ Initiative, the effort is a cross-disciplinary collaboration between 

JHU’s Consortium for School-Based Health Solutions, the Berman Institute, the Rales 

Center for the Integration of Health and Education, and schools of Education, Medicine, and 

Public Health to provide actionable real-world information and guidance that has 

characterized the University’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“What children lose by not being in school is enormous; school attendance is a life-defining 

experience that is critical for educational, social and emotional development. School-age 

children, who very rarely die or become seriously ill from COVID-19, are being denied the 

benefits of attending school to protect the rest of us, particularly those at greatest risk of 

contracting the virus,” said Faden.

eSchools+ analyzed plans from 46 state Boards of Education regarding policy guidance 

about reopening K-12 schools. One-third of reopening plans did not initially mention equity 

considerations for disadvantaged students at all, and most plans mention them with little detail. 

“Schools are a nexus of health and well-being for children, particularly in less resourced 

communities where the burdens of the pandemic are being borne disproportionately,” 

said Collins, co-director of the Hopkins Consortium for School-Based Health Solutions.

Following the university’s closing of the physical campus 

in mid-March, all teaching of Berman Institute students 

took place virtually for the remainder of 2020. Faculty and 

students alike rose to the challenge and were able to sustain 

the meaningful personal instruction that is a hallmark of the 

Institute’s educational program. Those efforts paid off, with a 

record enrollment of 12 new Master of Bioethics students 

for the 2020-21 academic year.

SERVING THE JHU COMMUNITY 
In addition to its work across the globe, the Berman 

Institute rallied to serve the Johns Hopkins campus 

community during the pandemic. Along with the course 

highlighted in this story, faculty also taught in new 

COVID-focused courses in the School of Public Health. 

COVID-related faculty service at the university included: 

JOHNS HOPKINS MEDICINE/JOHNS 
HOPKINS HEALTH SYSTEM ALLOCATION 

OF SCARCE RESOURCES COMMITTEE: 

Mark Hughes 
Jeffrey Kahn 

Cynda Hylton Rushton 

COVID-19 JOHNS HOPKINS CLINICAL 
RESEARCH COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
AND THE COVID-19 JOHNS HOPKINS 
STEERING COMMITTEE: 

Jeremy Sugarman 

COVID-19 IRB: 

Mary Catherine Beach
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These new and complex ethical challenges during the COVID-19 

pandemic can cause moral distress. To address this, Johns 

Hopkins Hospital and the Berman Institute launched the Moral 

Resilience Rounds program.

“We started moral resilience rounds in response to COVID-19 

in recognition that a lot of our colleagues felt isolated and 

distressed,” said Cynda Hylton Rushton, the Anne and George L. 

Bunting Professor of Clinical Ethics. “It came out of the concern 

that people needed a place that was safe and supportive to 

share the challenges they have been facing.”

“Moral resilience rounds have offered an opportunity for members 

of the clinical team to come together to share concerns and 

support each other as a community,” added Mark Hughes, who 

created the program with Rushton and fellow Berman Institute 

faculty member Hanna Pickard.

There are the six core components included in the Moral 

Resilience Rounds to address moral distress in physicians and 

other health professionals.

Musical interlude: Moral Resilience Rounds occur twice a week 

for an hour using Zoom, which allows physicians and other 

health professionals to join from anywhere. Each session has 

seen between five and 30 participants who have experienced 

some form of moral distress since the pandemic began.

To begin the virtual session, musicians from the Peabody 

Institute perform a five-minute interlude to set the tone as 

participants join the call.

Create a safe space to share: The session then moves to speaking 

about being together while stressing confidentiality. It is also 

the opportunity to emphasize the importance of creating a 

safe space for people to share.

“We want people to share, so we need to make sure it’s psycho-

logically safe,” said Pickard, a Bloomberg Distinguished Professor 

of Philosophy and Bioethics, who facilitates the sessions, 

adding that participants have the option not to include their 

name on the Zoom list or to change it to something else that 

doesn’t identify them. They are also not required to turn their 

camera on unless they want to when they speak. If they don’t 

want to speak out loud, there is also the option to share their 

thoughts in the chat box.

Mindfulness practice and purpose: For about five minutes, 

participants in the session practice mindfulness to help them 

find a place of rest in the midst of their day. After the mindfulness 

practice, everyone is asked to write a word in the chat box about 

how they are doing. This is to gain a better understanding of 

what people are carrying that day.

Review of the themes of the week before: Each week, the 

sessions also review the themes from the previous week to 

give people a sense of what topics were discussed.

“A number of the themes have to do with the changes in 

visitation with families, particularly the distress around 

patients dying alone or not being able to have their family 

members there, and family members and patients being upset 

about that,” said Hughes. “There has been a very clear theme 

about worrying about their own health and worried about 

their family.”

Open discussion of concerns and struggles: The session 

then opens to the community. Physicians and other health 

professionals can share what is staying with them or what 

ethical concerns are on their minds.

“We leave it very open and facilitate the discussion,” said Rushton. 

“We want it to be not about us having answers or having the 

expertise but being able to get insights from people in the group.”

Leave feeling supported: At the end of every meeting, participants 

are asked to use the chat box to share what they are going to 

take away from the session.

“We generally try to have an arc of the session so that we’re 

leaving people in a resourced state—we don’t want to end it 

on some big, complex, emotional issue,” said Rushton. “We 

try to help people to not ignore that, but to really honor it and 

then try to move toward how we can resource ourselves and 

what we can draw upon so that when we leave, people are 

feeling supported, not devastated.”

“One of the things that distinguishes moral resilience rounds 

from a support group or a debriefing is that it really is focused 

on addressing the ethical challenges that people are experi-

encing,” she said. “Part of our goal is to create a space for that, 

but also to give people vocabulary to name the things that 

they’re struggling with.”

Virtual Resilience 
Rounds Help 

Clinicians Navigate 
Moral Distress

Many health professionals on the front lines of 
COVID-19 care are facing enormous workplace 

stresses and many have stepped outside their normal 
roles. They have been worried about how to allocate 

already scarce resources and about contagion for 
themselves, their patients, and their families. Many 

have also been faced with professional conflicts  
of how to provide care when basic personal 

protective equipment is not available.
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Informing Public 
Understanding 

of Ethics and 
the Pandemic

Berman Institute faculty  
play a vitally important role  

in informing the public about 
bioethics issues and helping 

shape policy by sharing their 
insights and expertise through 

media interviews. From 
authoring commentaries on 
key topics, to appearing on 

network news broadcasts, and 
responding to hundreds of 

media inquiries, their 
engagement and impact 

reached new heights in 2020.

A partial list of 2020 faculty 
media appearances is below, 

providing an intriguing 
timeline of the pandemic’s 

impact on society from before 
its arrival on our nation’s 

shores, until today. A full list, 
with links to the news 

accounts, appears on the 
Berman Institute’s website at 

bioethics.jhu.edu/COVID.

Op-eds and Commentaries

STAT News | February 25
In the race for coronavirus vaccines, don’t leave 
pregnant women behind 

by Carleigh Krubiner and Ruth Faden

The Baltimore Sun | February 27
Coronavirus could result in school closings in the 
U.S. We must make sure these closings meet the 
needs of low-income children 

by Ruth Faden

Education Week | March 5
What’s at Stake When Schools Close for the 
Coronavirus? A Bioethicist Weighs In 

by Ruth Faden

Washington Post | March 12
U.S. hospitals may have to ration care during the 
pandemic. Here’s one approach 

by Ruth Faden and Alan Regenberg

USA Today | March 17
To Protect Inmates and the Nation from Covid-19, 
Release Offenders Who Pose No Threat 

by Brendan Saloner

New York Daily News | March 26
We Need an Ethics Transfusion: The Coronavirus 
Blood Challenge 

by Jeffrey Kahn

Washington Post | April 22
Treat Health-Care Workers Like the Heroes They Are 

by Ruth Faden

Bloomberg News | April 27
Covid-19 Threatens to Starve Africa 

by Jessica Fanzo

Education Week | May 8
Let’s Be Honest About the Ethical Trade-Offs  
of Reopening 

by Ruth Faden and Megan Collins

The Baltimore Sun | June 1
The Ethics of Reopening Our Schools 

by Ruth Faden and Megan Collins

The Baltimore Sun | June 17
Taking an untested drug to treat coronavirus may 
be deadlier than the disease 

by Jeremy Sugarman

Vox | June 23
For contact tracing to work, public health authorities 
must regain the trust of Black communities 

by Hecht-Levi Fellow Katelyn Esmonde

Inside Higher Education | July 23
A Key Step Toward Safety This Fall 

by Nancy Kass

The Baltimore Sun | October 21
Kids with Certain Medical Conditions Should Not 
Attend In-Person School While Covid-19 Continues 
to Spread 

by Megan Collins and Ruth Faden

New York Daily News | November 23
America’s Vaccine Conundrum 

by Ruth Faden and Nancy Kass 

STAT News | December 9
FDA: Leave the Door Open to Covid-19 Vaccination 
for Pregnant and Lactating Women 

by Ruth Faden and Carleigh Krubiner

Network Television Appearances

MSNBC Midday | April 25
Reopening the Economy vs. Keeping It Shut Longer, 
What’s More Costly? 

with Nancy Kass 

MSNBC’s Andrea Mitchell Reports | May 12
Honoring Health Care Heroes 

with Ruth Faden

BBC World News | May 27
Digital Contact Tracing 

with Jeffrey Kahn

Good Morning America | July 10
More answers to your COVID-19 questions 

with Jeffrey Kahn

MSNBC’s The 11th Hour with Brian Williams | 
August 14
Human challenge vaccine trials 

with Jeffrey Kahn

CBS News | October 20
Children in Remote Learning Programs Missing Out 
on Physical Activity 

with Katelyn Esmonde

MSNBC with Hallie Jackson | November 19
COVID-19 Vaccines and Pregnant Women 

with Ruth Faden

Other Select Media Placements

USA Today | March 6
Keeping coronavirus patients anonymous is crucial 
to battling the outbreak

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Slate | March 10
Should Schools Close for COVID-19? 

Ruth Faden was quoted

The Atlantic | April 16
The People Who Risked Death for Immunity

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Washington Post | April 17
Civil Rights Advocates Press Md. Gov. Larry Hogan 
to Release Elderly, At-Risk Prisoners to Slow Spread 
of Coronavirus

Len Rubenstein was quoted

Washington Post | April 19
Hogan Signs Order to Release Inmates to Reduce 
Spread of Virus

Len Rubenstein was cited

WYPR-FM | April 22
The COVID-19 Threat in MD Prisons:  
Three Perspectives

Len Rubenstein was a featured guest

The Hill | April 24
Controversial Idea to Speed Coronavirus Vaccine 
Gains Ground

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Daily Mail | April 25
House Lawmakers Join Growing Calls to Approve 
Controversial ‘Challenge Trials’ of Coronavirus Vaccines

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Los Angeles Times | April 25
Could a ‘Controlled Avalanche’ Stop the Coronavirus 
Faster, and with Fewer Deaths?

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

USA Today | May 1
Masks, Temperature Checks, Empty Rows: Post-
Coronavirus Concerts Could Look Very Different

Travis Rieder was quoted

USA Today | May 4
Teacher Appreciation Week: They Wanted Respect. 
It Only Took a Coronavirus Pandemic and Worldwide 
Economic Collapse

Ruth Faden was quoted

 

WYPR-FM, “On the Record” | May 8
Caring for Those with COVID-19:  
A Doctor’s Experience

Zack Berger was the featured guest

The New York Times | May 10
How Pandemics End

Jeremy Greene was quoted

NBC News | May 16
Wave of ‘vaccine nationalism’ hinders global efforts 
to halt coronavirus

Nancy Kass was quoted

JHU Hub | May 26
Digital Contact Tracing Poses Ethical Challenges

Q&A with Jeffrey Kahn

NPR Morning Edition | May 27
In the Battle Against COVID-19, A Risk of  
“Vaccine Nationalism”

Nancy Kass was quoted

BBC, Washington Post and others | May 29
The “Digital Contact Tracing for Pandemic 
Response” report was featured in numerous 
publications

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Politico | June 10
Google and Apple’s rules for virus tracking apps 
sow division among states

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

AMA Newsletter | June 25
Virtual resilience rounds help physicians navigate 
moral distress

Cynda Hylton Rushton and the Moral Resilience 
Rounds program were featured

The New York Times | July 1
Researchers Debate Infecting People on Purpose to 
Test Coronavirus Vaccines

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

San Francisco Chronicle | July 2
Coronavirus-tracking apps proliferate, but will they 
help slow disease’s spread?

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Washington Post | July 15
Some researchers and politicians call for pregnant 
women to be included in coronavirus vaccine testing

Ruth Faden was quoted

WYPR-FM | July 23
Midday with Tom Hall: “The Ethics of Digital Contact 
Tracing and Vaccine Testing”

Jeffrey Kahn was the featured guest

Vice | July 27
It’s OK If Countries Hack Each Other’s Vaccines

Ruth Faden was quoted

Vox | July 27
The global risk of “vaccine nationalism”

Ruth Faden was quoted

CBC News | August 2
Some countries may get faster access to a 
COVID-19 vaccine than others

Ruth Faden was quoted

Forbes | August 4
Using Greek Tragedy to Help Frontline Medical 
Workers Cope During COVID-19

The Berman Institute’s partnership with Theater 
of War was profiled

Vice | August 5
A DIY Vaccine Can’t Solve the COVID-19 Crisis

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

The New York Times | August 17
How to Protect Children’s Eyes During  
Remote Learning

Megan Collins was quoted

Washington Post | August 18
Cellphone apps designed to track COVID-19 spread 
struggle worldwide amid privacy concerns

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Washington Post | September 1
Apple and Google expand coronavirus  
warning software

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

New York Times | September 1
These Scientists Are Giving Themselves  
D.I.Y. Coronavirus Vaccines

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Baltimore Sun | September 2
Maryland will soon use cellphones to help with 
contact tracing for coronavirus

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

JHU Magazine | September 9
An Epidemic’s Electronic Eyes

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

NPR Marketplace | September 9
Who gets first dibs on a COVID-19 Vaccine?

Nancy Kass was the featured guest
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Zackary D. Berger, Nicholas G. Evans,  
Alexandra L. Phelan, Ross D. Silverman

Covid-19: control measures must be equitable  
and inclusive

The BMJ
March 20, 2020

G. Caleb Alexander, Kenneth Stoller,  
Rebecca Haffajee, Brendan Saloner

An Epidemic in the Midst of a Pandemic: Opioid Use 
Disorder and COVID-19

Annals of Internal Medicine
April 2, 2020

Andrew Shuman, Erin Fox, Yoram Unguru

Preparing for COVID-19 Related Drug Shortages

Annals of the American Thoracic Society
April 22, 2020 

Idris E. Leppla, Marielle S. Gross

Optimizing Medication Treatment of Opioid Use 
Disorder During COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2)

Addiction Medicine
May 14, 2020

Alexandra M. Dunham, Travis N. Rieder,  
Casey J. Humbyrd

A Bioethical Perspective for Navigating Moral 
Dilemmas Amidst the COVID-19 Pandemic

Journal of the American Academy of  
Orthopaedic Surgeons
June 1, 2020

Rupali Jayant Limaye, Molly Sauer, Joseph Ali, 
Justin Bernstein, Brian Wahl, Anne Barnhill,  
Alain Labrique

Building trust while influencing online COVID-19 
content in the social media world

The Lancet
June 2, 2020

Coauthored by Casey J. Humbyrd

Elective Reconstructive Surgery During a Pandemic: 
A Moral Dilemma

Journal of Bone & Joint Surgery
June 3, 2020

ABC News | September 9
Why AstraZeneca pausing its COVID-19 vaccine trial 
may be good news

Ruth Faden was quoted

NPR Marketplace | September 10
Some of the most vulnerable to COVID say they 
won’t get a vaccine

Nancy Kass was the featured guest

Slate | September 10
App-Based Contact Tracing Has Been a Bust.  
Apple Wants to Try Something New.

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Stat | September 11
The ethics of pausing a vaccine trial in the midst  
of a pandemic

Ruth Faden was the subject of a Q&A

National Geographic | September 16
To find a vaccine for COVID-19, will we have to 
deliberately infect people?

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Nature | September 17
Who Gets a COVID Vaccine First? Access Plans are 
Taking Shape

Ruth Faden was quoted

NPR | September 22
With Limited COVID-19 Vaccine Doses, Who Would 
Get Them First?

Ruth Faden was quoted

VOX | September 23
Who Should get the COVID-19 Vaccine First?  
The Equality vs. Equity Debate, Explained

Ruth Faden was quoted

MSN.com | September 24
Half of COVID Patients Made this One Major 
Mistake, New Study Says

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Bloomberg | September 29
Rapid Covid Tests for Schools Are Important

Megan Collins was quoted

Bloomberg | October 1
How to Safely Reopen Schools

Megan Collins was quoted

Voice of America | October 5
U.S. States Roll Out Apps Alerting People to 
COVID-19 Exposure

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Yahoo News | October 6
Experts call for including pregnant women in 
COVID-19 vaccine trials

Ruth Faden and Carleigh Krubiner were quoted

National Geographic | October 14
Who will get the vaccine first? Here’s where you 
might land in line

Ruth Faden was quoted

Inside Higher Education | October 16
Winter Is Coming

Nancy Kass was quoted

Globe and Mail | October 18
Parents cope with slow coronavirus test results, 
mixed messaging from schools and officials

Megan Collins was quoted

The New York Times | October 20
A Viral Theory Cited by Health Officials Draws Fire 
from Scientists

Ruth Faden was quoted

The New Republic | October 21
A COVID-19 Vaccine Doesn’t Need to Be Perfect

Ruth Faden was quoted

WYPR-FM Midday with Tom Hall | October 27
The Ethics of Trial Drug Use in the Era of COVID-19

Jeffrey Kahn was the featured guest

Jacobin | October 29
Emails Show Trump’s CDC Went MIA in 
Pennsylvania When COVID-19 Hit

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

VOX | October 30
Why many Americans refuse to participate in 
contact tracing

Katelyn Esmonde was quoted

Time | November 10
Why Haven’t Contact Tracing Apps Helped  
Fight COVID?

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Associated Press | November 18
Lung tissue from aborted fetus not used in 
AstraZeneca vaccine development

Nancy Kass was quoted

Financial Times | November 19
Covid tracing fans public heath vs. privacy debate

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Financial Times | November 19
Covid tracing fans public heath vs. privacy debate

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

Miami Herald | November 27
Should Americans be paid to get COVID-19 
vaccine? Idea gains steam among some experts

Nancy Kass was quoted

Vox | December 2
Who will get the Covid-19 vaccine first?  
A CDC advisory panel just weighed in

Ruth Faden was quoted

Good Morning America | December 3
COVID-19 vaccines not expected for pregnant 
people for some time

Ruth Faden was quoted

The Baltimore Sun | December 4
Black leaders in Baltimore work to overcome 
resistance to participating in COVID trials

Jeffrey Kahn was quoted

NPR Weekend Edition | December 5
Initial Distribution of COVID-19 Vaccine Won’t 
Include Pregnant People

Ruth Faden was quoted

Foreign Affairs | December 8
Does the World Need a New Global  
Health Organization?

Ruth Faden was quoted

New York Times | December 9
Priorities for a Post-Pandemic World

Ruth Faden was quoted

Other Select Media Placements (cont.)

COVID-Related 
Scholarship

Berman Institute faculty reacted to the  
pandemic immediately, publishing an  

extraordinary range of scholarship and research.  
A selection of that work is listed here  

(Berman Institute faculty names in bold):
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Cynda Rushton, along  
with Theresa Brown, the 
American Journal of 
Nursing, and New Voice 
Strategies published a 
report titled “The Wisdom 
of Frontline Nurses:  
14 Solutions.” 

This report is a culmination 
of stories solicited from 
nurses from around the 
country. The 14 summary 
recommendations from 
those at the front line 
provide an important 
perspective born of the 
reality of dealing with 
dying patients and grieving 
families, making do with 
unsafe equipment, fearing 
for their own lives and 
those of their families, and 
knowing that it didn’t have 
to be this way.

COVID-19 and World Order: The Future of 
Conflict, Competition, and Cooperation,
JHU Press

In a series of essays, international experts  
in public health and medicine, economics, 
international security, technology, ethics, 
democracy, and governance imagine a bold 
new vision for our future.

Essayists include Berman faculty Jessica Fanzo, 
Jeremy A. Greene and Jeffrey Kahn.

Mariana P. Socal, Joshua M. Sharfstein,  
Jeremy A. Greene

Critical Drugs for Critical Care: Protecting the US 
Pharmaceutical Supply in a Time of Crisis

American Journal of Public Health
September 1, 2020

L. McLean House, Kayla N. Tabari, Travis N. Rieder, 
Zachary L. McCormick

Pain in the Pandemic: Ethical Approaches During 
COVID-19

Pain Medicine
September 4, 2020

Cynda H. Rushton, Nancy Reller, Sandra M. Swoboda, 
Melissa Kurtz Uveges

Applying E-PAUSE to Ethical Challenges in a Pandemic

AACN Advanced Critical Care
September 15, 2020

Michael R. Ehmann, Elizabeth K. Zink, Amanda B. Levin, 
including Mark T. Hughes, Jeffrey P. Kahn,  
Cynda H. Rushton, and Yoram Unguru

Operational recommendations for scarce resource 
allocation in a public health crisis

Chest
September 28, 2020

Sarah E. Gollust, Brendan Saloner, Robert Hest, 
Lynn A. Blewett

US Adults’ Preferences for Public Allocation of a 
Vaccine for Coronavirus Disease 2019

JAMA Network Open
September 29, 2020

Hefei Wen, Michael L. Barnett, Brendan Saloner

Clinical Risk Factors for COVID-19 Among People 
With Substance Use Disorders

Psychiatric Services
October 6, 2020

Brendan Saloner, Sarah E. Gollust, Colin Planalp, 
Lynn A. Blewett

Access and enrollment in safety net programs in the 
wake of COVID-19: A national cross-sectional survey

PLOS ONE
October 6, 2020

Cecilia Tomori, Karleen Gribble,  
Aunchalee E. L. Palmquist, Mija-Tesse Ververs, 
Marielle S. Gross

When Separation is not the Answer: Breastfeeding 
Mothers and Infants affected by COVID-19

Maternal & Child Nutrition
October 16, 2020

Monica Schoch-Spana, Emily K. Brunson, Rex Long, 
et al., including Alexandra Ruth, Nancy Kass

The public’s role in COVID-19 vaccination: human-
centered recommendations to enhance pandemic 
vaccine awareness, access, and acceptance in the 
United States

Vaccine
October 29, 2020

Sandra E. Zaeh, Kathleen R. Page,  
Zackary D. Berger, et al

Juntos en la pandemia de COVID-19 (together in 
the COVID-19 pandemic): health-care professionals 
and the Latinx community

The Lancet Respiratory Medicine
October 30, 2020

Vinciya Pandian, Linda L. Morris, Martin B. Brodsky, 
James Lynch, Brian Walsh, Cynda H. Rushton, et al

Critical Care Guidance for Tracheostomy Care 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Global, 
Multidisciplinary Approach

American Journal of Critical Care
November 1, 2020

Gail Geller, Priya Duggal, Chloe L. Thio,  
Debra Mathews, Jeffrey P. Kahn, Lisa L. Maragakis, 
Brian T. Garibaldi

Genomics in the era of COVID-19: ethical implications 
for clinical practice and public health

Genome Medicine
November 9, 2020

Aron Egelko, Leen Arnaout, Joshua Garoon,  
Carl Streed, Zackary D. Berger

“Do I Have to Be Tested?”: Understanding 
Reluctance to Be Screened for COVID-19

American Journal of Public Health
November 12, 2020

Jeffrey P. Kahn, Leslie Meltzer Henry,  
Anna C. Mastroianni, et al

Opinion: For now, it’s unethical to use human 
challenge studies for SARS-CoV-2 vaccine development

PNAS
November 17, 2020

Travis N. Rieder, Justin Bernstein

The Case for ‘Contributory Ethics’: Or How to Think 
about Individual Morality in a Time of Global Problems

Ethics, Policy & Environment 
November 18, 2020

Leonard Rubenstein, Matthew DeCamp

Revisiting Restrictions of Rights After COVID-19

Health and Human Rights Journal 
December 1, 2020

Alexandra Norton, Tenisha Wilson, Gail Geller, 
Marielle S. Gross

Impact of Hospital Visitor Restrictions on Racial 
Disparities in Obstetrics

Health Equity
December 3, 2020

Casey J. Humbyrd, AM Dunham, AL Xu,  
Travis N. Rieder

Restarting Orthopaedic Care in a Pandemic: Ethical 
Framework and Case Examples

The Journal of the American Academy of 
Orthopaedic Surgeons
January 15, 2021

Andrew I. Stolbach, Maryann Mazer-Amirshahi, 
Ryan Marino, Lewis S. Nelson, Jeremy Sugarman

ACMT Position Statement: Off-Label Prescribing 
during COVID-19 Pandemic

Journal of Medical Toxicology
June 4, 2020

Panagis Galiatsatos, Allen Kachalia,  
Harolyn M. E. Belcher, Mark T. Hughes,  
Jeffrey P. Kahn, Cynda H. Rushton, Jose I. Suarez, 
Lee Daugherty Biddison, Sherita H. Golden

Health equity and distributive justice considerations 
in critical care resource allocation

The Lancet Respiratory Medicine
June 22, 2020

Marielle S. Gross, Bryna J. Harrington,  
Carolyn B. Sufrin, Ruth R. Faden

Rethinking “Elective” Procedures for Women’s 
Reproduction during Covid-19

Hastings Center Report
June 29, 2020

Peter B. White, Randy M. Cohn, Casey J. Humbyrd

Medical Ethics During a Public Health Crisis: 
COVID-19

The Journal of Bone & Joint Surgery
July 1, 2020

Y-Ling Chi, Lydia Regan, Cassie Nemzoff,  
Carleigh Krubiner, et al

Beyond COVID-19: A Whole of Health Look at 
Impacts During the Pandemic Response

Center for Global Development Report
July 1, 2020

Harpreet Gujral, Cynda H. Rushton, William Rosa

Action Steps Toward a Culture of Moral Resilience in 
the Face of COVID-19

Journal of Psychosocial Nursing and  
Mental Health Services
July 8, 2020

Patricia M. Davidson, Mona Shattell, Marie T. Nolan, 
Rita D’Aoust

Does COVID-19 really call for an overhaul of nursing 
curricula or promoting the power, status and 
representation of nursing?

Journal of Advanced Nursing
July 9, 2020

Peter B. White, Matthew J. Partan, Randy M. Cohn, 
Casey J. Humbyrd, Gus Katsigiorgis, Adam Bitterman

The Ethics of Treating Acute Achilles Tendon Ruptures 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Case Report

HSS Journal
July 23, 2020

Tina L. Cheng, Margaret Moon, Michael Artman, & 
On Behalf of the Pediatric Policy Council 

Shoring up the safety net for children in the 
COVID-19 pandemic

Nature Pediatric Research
July 26, 2020

Mary Catherine Beach, Howard M. Lederman, 
Megan Singleton, Roy G. Brower, Joseph Carrese, 
Daniel E. Ford, Bhakti Hansoti, Craig W. Hendrix, 
Ellen Verena Jorgensen, Richard D. Moore,  
Phillip Rocca, Jonathan M. Zenilman

Desperate Times: Protecting the Public From 
Research Without Consent or Oversight During 
Public Health Emergencies

Annals of Internal Medicine
July 27, 2020

Cynda H. Rushton, Bryan Doerries, Jeremy A. Greene, 
Gail Geller

Dramatic interventions in the tragedy of the 
COVID-19 pandemic

The Lancet
August 1, 2020

Michelle M. Mello, Jeremy A. Greene,  
Joshua M. Sharfstein

Attacks on Public Health Officials During COVID-19

JAMA
August 5, 2020

Karleen Gribble, Kathleen A. Marinelli, Cecilia Tomori, 
Marielle S. Gross

Implications of the COVID-19 Pandemic Response 
for Breastfeeding, Maternal Caregiving Capacity 
and Infant Mental Health

Journal of Human Lactation
August 6, 2020

Brendan Saloner, Kalind Parish, Julie A. Ward, 
Grace DiLaura, Sharon Dolovich

COVID-19 Cases and Deaths in Federal and  
State Prisons

JAMA
August 11, 2020

William E. Rosa, Amelia Schlak, Cynda H. Rushton

A blueprint for leadership during COVID-19

Nursing Management
August 12, 2020

Andrew Shuman, Erin Fox, Yoram Unguru

COVID-19 and Drug Shortages: A Call to Action

Journal of Managed Care & Specialty Pharmacy
August 26, 2020

Sachini Bandara, Alene Kennedy-Hendricks,  
Sydney Merritt, Colleen L. Berry, Brendan Saloner

Early Effects of COVID-19 on Programs Providing 
Medications for Opioid Use Disorder in Jails and Prisons

Journal of Addiction Medicine
August 27, 2020

Connie M. Ulrich, Cynda H. Rushton, Christine Grady

Nurses Confronting the Coronavirus: Challenges 
Met and Lessons Learned to Date

Nursing Outlook
September 1, 2020

Edited by Quill R. Kukla and Travis N. Rieder

Special Double Issue on Covid-19

Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal
September 1, 2020
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SPECIAL SECTION 
THE BERMAN INSTITUTE 

ADDRESSES BIOETHICS AND 
RACIAL INEQUITY

For too long, the field of bioethics has failed to 
forcefully confront our society’s structural racism. As 
a statement issued this summer by the Association of 
Bioethics Program Directors declared, “We have not 
spoken out as a profession about the profound impact 
of racism on medicine, on public health, on clinical 
care, and on medical research, despite the centrality  
of justice as a guiding principle for our field.”

Today, and in the years to come, the Berman Institute 
commits to changing that, individually and collectively, 
through concrete action.

This special section, along with many of the actions 
detailed in this report’s COVID-19 section, shares how we 
have begun and will continue to address this shortcoming.

Diversifying Bioethics, and  
Bioethics Education
“The events of 2020 provided a stark reminder of the fear, hurt, racism and oppression 

that the Black community, Indigenous Peoples, and people of color have lived with 

for centuries in our society,” said Jeffrey Kahn, Director of the Berman Institute. “As 

an academic institution, we are committed to dismantling structural oppression and 

racist policies and practices within our institution, community, and in bioethics.”

To formalize that commitment and coordinate efforts, Kahn created a new committee 

of faculty, staff, and students, providing leadership on inclusion, diversity and 

anti-racism issues for the Berman Institute and its programs. Chaired by Assistant 

Director for Science Programs Debra Mathews, the group is liaison to the Bloomberg 

School of Public Health’s Inclusion, Diversity, Anti-Racism and Equity (IDARE) Committee, 

with members also working on University-wide efforts.

The members of the Berman Institute IDARE Committee have a shared commitment 

to helping the BI engage in difficult conversations about racism in all its forms, exploring 

the ways racism plays out within our communities, identifying opportunities for growth, 

and enacting change to foster and build a strong, diverse community of scholars, 

professionals, and trainees in which every member feels they belong and can thrive.

 Mathews has played a prominent role in leading a number of previously existing 

Berman Institute initiatives aimed at promoting diversity and equity within biomedicine 

and bioethics, including the Genomics and Society Mentorship Program, a research-

focused mentorship program to build a regional pipeline to enhance diversity in Ethical, 

Legal, and Social Implications (ELSI) research. 

Since its launch in summer 2019 with NIH funding, the program 

has provided intensive training for 5-6 students per year in ELSI 

research. Faculty from the Berman Institute mentor trainees 

on bioethics, both broadly and in the context of a 10-week 

summer research project, which enables students to identify 

and analyze morally relevant issues in science, medicine, and 

public health. Students continue their connection to the Program 

throughout the academic year (for a total of 15 months), 

co-lead the planning of an activity related to their interests in 

Genomics and Society at their home institution, and return to 

Hopkins for one week the following summer for additional 

training, mentorship, and connection with their Hopkins network 

and the next cohort of trainees.

Kahn said the Genomics and Society Mentorship Program is 

just one example of the initiatives that the Berman Institute 

will undertake and build on in the coming months to help to 

address the structural racism in society through the work of 

bioethics and the Berman Institute. 

“Issues of justice, of ethics more generally, and of public 

policy are all features of what bioethics is and what the Berman 

Institute exists to do,” he said. “Our work needs to focus more 

squarely and intentionally on the issues of inequality and social 

justice, both as they relate to the current moment and how 

they inform the society we want to build.”

Genomics and Society Mentorship Program
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“HER CELLS  
WERE USED TO 

DEVELOP THE POLIO 
VACCINE AND  

TO TREAT HIV, AND 
IN CREATING  

IN VITRO 
FERTILIZATION.”

“NO MATTER  
WHAT YOUR  
RACE, YOUR AGE,  
YOUR SOCIAL  
CIRCUMSTANCES,  
SHE CONTINUES TO  
IMPROVE YOUR LIFE.”

Faden began the session by providing 

an overview of the Henrietta Lacks story, 

framed in the context of structural injustice.

“The structural injustice of racism defined in pretty much every 

way how this story unfolded,” she said. “What is wrong about 

what happened to the Lacks family engages every core element 

of human well-being. There were assaults on the social basis 

of respect, and of self-determination, on attachments, on 

personal security and on health. Mrs. Lacks and her children 

were poor Black people in a segregated world in which the 

most profound injustices of racial oppression were daily 

features of their lives.” 

Faden was followed by Jeri Lacks who expressed the 

importance of continuing to let the world know about 

her grandmother’s story. 

“Her cells were used to develop the polio vaccine and to 

treat HIV, and in creating in vitro fertilization. She is a person 

who continues to give life, and to preserve life,” said 

Lacks. “No matter what your race, your age, your social 

circumstances, she continues to improve your life.”

Victor Vines, an architect who was part of the architect 

team leading programming and planning for the National 

Museum of African American History and Culture and led the 

feasibility study for what will be Johns Hopkins University’s 

Henrietta Lacks Hall, spoke next about addressing racial 

injustice through architecture and design. 

“When we started work on Lacks Hall, 

we didn’t talk a lot about architecture 

or design. We talked about what that 

story is that we want to tell through 

the building. Meeting with the Lacks 

family was critically important to that,” 

Vines said. “We had to understand what they 

went through and what they care about. The building still has to 

function and house the Berman Institute, so we had to meet their 

needs. And we discovered a third client, the East Baltimore 

community. At the end of the day, this building and university 

reside within that community, and they will be called to embrace 

this project—or not.”

King concluded the panel with a riveting and wide-ranging 

discussion that touched upon intersectionality, 

segregation, the Tuskegee experiments and 

participation in clinical trials, COVID, race 

as a social construct, and the role of 

consent, all within the framework of 

Henrietta Lacks’s story.

“Our narratives are important and should 

be thought of as lessons or homework for 

institutions,” she said. “They not only document the 

deep distrust we bring to health encounters but also convey 

relevant aspects of our lives that should be appreciated.”

As the session ended Kahn noted that perhaps 

it was fortunate the session had been 

virtual, so the recording “could be shared 

with others for posterity. I’m not quite 

speechless, but maybe close,” he said.

Addressing Social Justice 
Through the Lens of Henrietta 
Lacks on Bioethics’ Biggest Stage

Among the many disruptions of the pandemic, one particular 

disappointment was the cancellation of the in-person annual 

meeting of the American Society for Bioethics and Humanities 

(ASBH), scheduled for Baltimore and set to coincide with the 

Berman Institute’s 25th Anniversary Celebration and the centennial 

of Henrietta Lacks’s birth. Yet despite the switch to a virtual 

format, the Berman Institute was able to host a plenary session 

that was the talk of the meeting and continues to reverberate. 

“Social Justice and Bioethics Through the Lens of the Story of 

Henrietta Lacks,” was moderated by Jeffrey Kahn and 

featured Ruth Faden as a panelist. She was joined by Henrietta 

Lacks’s granddaughter, Jeri Lacks, architect Victor Vines, and 

Georgetown University Law Center bioethicist Patricia King.
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Seminar Series Goes Virtual, 
Expands Global Reach

Since its inception, the Berman Institute’s Seminar Series has 

brought leading bioethics scholars to lecture at Johns Hopkins 

and hold in-depth conversations with graduate students and 

fellows. With travel made impossible by the pandemic, series 

organizers reimagined its focus while broadening its scope, 

inviting speakers from around the globe to share their insights 

through online Zoom sessions.

“We knew that it was important for this year’s series to focus 

on and address vitally important issues of inequity. At the same 

time, the virtual format imposed by COVID meant speakers 

from around the world were suddenly accessible to us and 

our students,” said Joe Ali, who chairs the Berman Institute 

Seminar Series Committee. 

Former Baltimore City Health Commissioner Leana Wen 

started this year’s series with her talk “COVID-19, Public Health 

and Equity: How to reduce the disproportionate impact on 

disadvantaged communities.”

Casear Aturie, a bioethicist and 

philosopher at the University of 

Ghana, provided “An African 

Philosophical Perspective on the 

 

 

Tension between Autonomy and 

Solidarity.” Princeton’s Ruha Benjamin 

spoke about “Viral Justice: Pandemics, 

Policing, and Public Bioethics.”

Hugo Slim, Senior Research Fellow  

at the Institute of Ethics, Law and 

Armed Conflict at Oxford University’s 

Blavatnik School of Government, 

spoke about “Humanitarian Ethics, the 

COVID Crisis, and  Black Lives Matter.” 

Afterward, he published an article titled, “War Ethics: 

Biological and Biographical Sacrifice,” which he said was 

sparked by conversation with the Berman Institute’s 

Hecht-Levi Fellows.

“While it’s a challenge not to have these conversations in person, 

we’ve realized the high quality of discussion that is still able  

to take place,” said Ali.

In all, the Berman Institute hosted more than two dozen 

seminars, lectures, symposia and other public academic events 

during the year.

Recordings of all Seminar Series talks and many of the other events are 

available on the Berman Institute’s website and YouTube channel.

With Structural 
Injustice, Faden Takes 
Work on Justice Theory 
to New Level

In her most recent book, 

Structural Injustice: Power, 

Advantage, and Human 

Rights (Oxford University 

Press), Johns Hopkins Berman 

Institute of Bioethics founder 

Ruth Faden and co-author 

Madison Powers build on their 

longstanding work on justice to 

put forward a groundbreaking 

theory of social injustice. Their 

new, broader theory forges 

links between human rights and fairness norms, and is built 

to fit a real world characterized by deprivation, human rights 

violations, disadvantage, and unfair power relations, both 

within and across nations.

“In our first book we put forward a theory of justice that we 

situated in bioethics, and public health more generally. This 

book has significantly elaborated upon that theory to address 

questions of structural injustice across all spheres of social and 

political life,” said Faden, who previously co-authored Social 

Justice: The Moral Foundations of Public Health and Health 

Policy with Powers in 2006.

“While many of the examples, and all of the insights, in 

Structural Injustice address questions of health, it is one of six 

core elements of well-being that provide the grounding for 

the theory we put forward in the book. And we examine three 

ways in which structural arrangements can be unfair: power, 

exclusion, and exploitation.”

Faden notes that the new book also makes good on the claim 

in Social Justice that their theory is intended to apply globally, 

both within nation-states and across national boundaries. She 

adds that theory also focuses on justifiable forms of resistance 

in circumstances in which institutions are unwilling or unable 

to address pressing problems of injustice. 

“My hope is that the insights developed in Structural Injustice  

will interest not only scholars and students in a range of 

disciplines from political philosophy to feminist theory and 

environmental justice, but also activists and journalists engaged 

with issues of social justice,” said Faden. 

For a full list of academic publications by Berman Institute faculty this year, 

visit: bioethics.jhu.edu/2020_research.

In early 2021, the design phase will begin 

for Henrietta Lacks Hall, a new multidis-

ciplinary building on the university’s 

East Baltimore campus.

The building will occupy the site adjacent 

to Deering Hall, located at the corner of 

Ashland Avenue and Rutland Avenue, 

north of The Johns Hopkins Hospital. It 

will be named in honor of Henrietta Lacks, 

the Baltimore resident whose HeLa cell 

line has contributed to many significant 

advances in medicine, including the 

development of the polio vaccine to 

the study of HPV, HIV/AIDS, and 

leukemia. Lacks Hall will not only 

memorialize the impact Henrietta 

Lacks has had on modern medicine, 

but will also create a new front door 

to neighborhoods surrounding the 

Johns Hopkins medical campus, with 

a portion of the space planned to be 

multi-purpose and available for use 

by local community organizations.

“Through her life and her immortal cells, 

Henrietta Lacks made an immeasurable 

impact on science and medicine that 

has touched countless lives around 

the world,” said University President 

Ronald J. Daniels. 

Groundbreaking is tentatively anticipated for 

late 2021, with planned completion in 2024.

DESIGN PHASE TO BEGIN FOR HENRIETTA LACKS HALL

2322



YE
AR

 IN
 R

EV
IE

W
 H

IG
HL

IG
HT

S
The Dracopoulos-Bloomberg Bioethics 

iDeas Lab, named in recognition of Andreas 

C. Dracopoulos, a trustee of Johns Hopkins 

University and member of the Berman 

Institute of Bioethics’ national advisory 

board; and former chair of the University’s 

Board of Trustees Michael R. Bloomberg, 

is an important first step in this effort. 

The Lab will enable the Berman Institute 

to pioneer new approaches for creating 

bioethics content, taking advantage of new 

media strategies, the latest media technolo-

gies, and innovative approaches to visualization of information 

and research results.

The $3 million gift will support new physical space to house the 

iDeas Lab, provide new technology, and support new faculty 

and professional staff devoted to the creation and distribution 

of engaging digital, audio, and video content with a focus on 

dissemination professionals, policymakers, and critically 

important, the public. Dracopoulos previously funded creation 

of a similar and very successful lab at the Center for Strategic 

& International Studies (CSIS) in Washington, DC, one of the 

Berman Institute Launches Public 
Bioethics Initiative with Creation of 
the Dracopoulos-Bloomberg iDeas Lab
The COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated in unprecedented ways the critical need of 

the public, governments, and the private sector to access clear, accurate and timely 

information about the ethical issues surrounding decision-making in science, medicine 

and public health. To help provide such vital information more broadly and effectively 

than ever before, the Berman Institute of Bioethics today announced its intention to 

create a new program in public bioethics, fueled by $3 million in philanthropic support 

to establish The Dracopoulos-Bloomberg Bioethics iDeas Lab.

“Virtually every aspect of our nation’s response to COVID involves an issue of bioethics: 

the balance between personal freedom and public safety in wearing masks; whether 

and when to close or reopen schools and businesses; allocating scarce medical 

resources; safely developing vaccines; using new contact tracing technologies, and 

much more,” said Jeffrey Kahn.

“Our public bioethics effort will significantly increase understanding about critically 

important issues in bioethics and ethics in science more generally. Higher levels 

of engagement with bioethics issues that impact our communities, locally, nationally, 

and internationally, will inform public discussion and debate and ultimately 

impact policy decisions.”

Welcoming Kadija Ferryman
Dr. Kadija Ferryman, a cultural anthropologist and bioethicist 

who studies the social, cultural, and ethical implications of 

health information technologies, will join the Berman Institute 

next year with a joint appointment in the School of Public 

Health’s Department of Health Policy and Management. 

Her research examines how genomics, digital medical records, 

artificial intelligence, and other technologies impact racial 

disparities in health. She is currently Industry Assistant 

Professor at New York University’s Tandon School of Engineering. 

As a Postdoctoral Scholar at the Data & Society Research 

Institute in New York, she led the Fairness in Precision Medicine 

research study, which examines the potential for bias and 

discrimination in predictive precision medicine. 

Ferryman traces her interest in the topic back to her graduate 

school days, when excitement was building about the Human 

Genome Project and the possibility of identifying and mapping 

every gene. There were, she realized, ethical pitfalls in having that 

type of data, given its potential for misinterpretation or misuse.

Although her research focuses specifically on health informa-

tion technologies, she explains that developing and using 

any type of tech requires careful consideration of the moral 

dilemmas it may pose and the ways it may negatively affect 

marginalized groups.

Ferryman wants her students to understand that the ethical 

dilemmas they could face as designers and engineers do not 

take place in a vacuum but within the context of broader social 

hierarchies. She stresses to them that technology is not separate 

from society, but rather, a product of society, and she feels 

confident that they’ll graduate prepared to make ethics and 

equity considerations as they embark on a career path.

She earned a BA in Anthropology from Yale University, and a 

PhD in Anthropology from The New School for Social Research. 

Before completing her PhD, she was a policy researcher at the 

Urban Institute where she studied how housing and neighbor-

hoods impact well-being, specifically the effects of public 

housing redevelopment on children, families, and older adults. 

Collaboration with Oxford 
University to Establish Global 
Program Addressing Ethics and 
Infectious Disease Treatment
Thanks to a generous grant from the Wellcome Trust, the 

Berman Institute and the Wellcome Centre for Ethics and 

Humanities at Oxford University will form a partnership 

that will build on collaborative research interests in the 

ethics of infectious disease research, as well as public health 

preparedness and response. The partnership will create the 

go-to program for rapidly identifying and analyzing ethical 

and policy issues arising in infectious disease treatment, 

research, response, and preparedness, and will allow its 

members to engage in research on the profound ethical 

challenges presented by infectious diseases across the globe.

The work of the partnership, set to launch in January 2021, 

will establish the Oxford-Johns Hopkins Global Infectious 

Disease Ethics Collaborative, which will identify important 

issues for policy response and a program of global health 

ethics research focusing on infectious disease.  Faculty, 

students, and post-docs will work collaboratively across the 

Atlantic to bring a level of expertise to bear in ways that very 

few academic organizations anywhere else in the world can.

AS DEPICTED IN  
THE PREVIOUS PAGES,  
THE FOCUS OF  
THE YEAR’S ACTIVITY  
WAS DEDICATED TO 
ADDRESSING TWO EVENTS 
OF UNPRECEDENTED 
SOCIETAL IMPACT. 

HOWEVER, THE BERMAN 
INSTITUTE CONTINUED  
ITS WORK IN MANY  
OTHER AREAS. 

nation’s leading national security think tanks. The CSIS iDeas 

Lab was an early leader in bringing together their scholars 

with content producers, developers and designers to create a 

compelling range of digital products of research.

“The iDeas Lab will make possible for the work of bioethics, 

and ethics and science more generally what the creation of 

the Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center provided for 

political leaders, journalists and the public looking for authoritative 

thought leadership,” said Kahn. “We will employ cutting edge 

techniques and technologies to share the research and analysis 

of our faculty on the most pressing issues facing our society.”

Additional components of the public bioethics program will 

unfold in coming years. The Berman Institute will reach 

policymakers with a series of high-profile bioethics events in 

Washington, DC. Experts from the iDeas Lab will work with 

faculty across Johns Hopkins to devise new ways of sharing 

academic research with the public, and the Berman Institute 

will seek to add additional faculty with expertise in assessing 

the societal impact of increased public dissemination of 

bioethics findings and research. 
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Climate change continues to prove itself a real and tangible threat, especially when 

considering the feedback loop formed by climate change and food systems, says 

Jess Fanzo, Bloomberg Distinguished Professor of Global Food Policy and Ethics at 

the Berman Institute of Bioethics, Johns Hopkins SAIS, and the Department of 

International Health in the Bloomberg School of Public Health.

“Climate change destabilizes earth systems, which disrupts food systems,” she says. 

“But food systems also contribute to environmental degradation. What do we do 

about that?”

Fanzo has dedicated her career to studying the ways food systems, economics, and 

climate affect access to healthy, environmentally sustainable, and equitable diets, 

especially in areas of the planet where resources are limited or constrained. She says 

she doesn’t think there’s a huge window to act to prevent climate change anymore, 

and we could be headed for a climate catastrophe in which earth systems take over 

and humans are no longer able to make a difference.

“We have more knowledge than ever before,” Fanzo says. “So why haven’t we seen 

an impact when we know so much?”

Last year, she joined a commission of 37 scientists from around the world to publish 

a report that described a “planetary health diet.” According to the report, the diet 

could feed 10 billion people while also operating within planetary boundaries—a 

healthy diet that would not exacerbate climate change. But the diet was intended to 

be a vision, not a plan.

“It was lofty,” says Fanzo, who directs the Johns Hopkins Global Food Ethics and 

Policy Program. “People use the word ‘road map’” to describe the report, Fanzo says, 

“but the diet referenced wasn’t intended to be a road map.”

The report did not put price tags on anything, for example, or address inequities in 

nutrition or specify where the burden of change should lie. Some critics pushed back 

because the report seemed to position a vegan diet as the holy grail, while some 

countries rely on animal-sourced food for adequate nutrition.

But in addition to setting targets for both nutrition and planetary health, the report’s 

other goal was to encourage food systems experts and climate experts talk to one 

another. It got scientists asking questions about planetary boundaries that shouldn’t 

be crossed, and how those barriers 

affect food systems. For example, how 

much wild land can be converted to 

crop land? How much fresh water can 

be used for growing food? How much 

biodiversity loss is acceptable, and 

when do we cross the line?

“The diet got policymakers thinking 

about interconnectedness, thinking 

about how much will it cost, what 

policies it would take,” Fanzo says.

She expects the United Nations Food 

Summit, which will take place in October 

2021, to be consumed with the issue of 

food affordability. Everyone has to work 

together to take action, she says, but 

with the ongoing economic crisis caused 

by the coronavirus pandemic, will the 

nations of the world come together to 

enact effective policies?

“The food supply is moving more reliably 

again, but can people afford food?” 

she says. “A year from now is when 

we’ll really see the free fall of the global 

economy. What we’re seeing now is just 

the proverbial tip of the iceberg.”

One of Fanzo’s current projects, in 

collaboration with several other partners, 

is a food systems dashboard. With the 

dashboard (www.foodsystemsdashboard.

org), the goal is to make the data we 

have on food systems more digestible, 

more accessible to policymakers and 

people who can make decisions that affect 

what kind of food is produced and what 

kind of food is eaten.

She believes that despite how much is 

known about food systems and climate, 

more data are still needed—the right 

kind of data, which are harder to come 

by. Scientists still don’t really know what 

people are eating around the world, for 

example, or why they make the choices 

they do and where they get their food 

from. There’s a section of the food 

systems dashboard called “Consumer 

Behavior,” which is broken into four 

sub-sections—acquisition, preparation, 

meal practices, and storage—for which 

no data is available. Fanzo hopes that the 

dashboard’s “no indicator available” 

message will signal to other researchers 

the data gaps that exist and the kinds of 

research that needs funding.

“What you don’t know, you can’t manage,” 

she says.

The other problem with data, aside from 

the gaps, is the steady undermining of 

research in the current political climate. 

“It’s openly disregarded,” says Fanzo. 

There are plenty of solutions that can 

address the problem, and she hopes to 

see governments take charge in issues 

surrounding food system security.

“Assuming that consumers will make 

the right choice is just not true,” Fanzo 

says. “Governments need to help people 

make easy, good choices.”

Still, she says, there are reasons to be 

hopeful for the future. Agroecology and 

regenerative agriculture are gaining 

traction. Producers discuss how to 

intensify—or grow more food on the 

same land—sustainably, and there are 

technologies that can help. Better seeds 

and integrated pest management hold a 

lot of promise, for example.

“There’s a lot of climate-friendly 

technology where we can be more 

sustainable right now, but the incentives 

are not there yet,” Fanzo says. “It’s not 

just a fantasy. It’s possible.”

This story was originally written by Christine Grillo 

for the Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future.

FACULTY PROFILE: JESSICA FANZO

Pursuing Sustainable, 
Ethical Food Systems
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Berman Institute 25th Anniversary Celebration Postponed

Just as the Berman Institute’s yearlong 

25th anniversary commemoration was 

kicking into high gear, pandemic struck. 

As a result, the celebration was postponed 

and will resume when conditions allow. 

“Our marking of the Berman Institute’s 

25th anniversary will be an opportunity 

to celebrate, reflect upon, and share the 

Institute’s important achievements and 

 leadership in bioethics, but we should 

do so only when we have overcome the 

pandemic,” said Jeffrey Kahn.

“The quality, range of topics, and impact of 

the Berman Institute’s response to the 

pandemic demonstrate that our work is 

more vital than ever before. These ongoing 

efforts will add another very meaningful 

chapter in our history to commemorate.”

A number of the previously scheduled 

25th anniversary events will be resched-

uled, including a bioethics documentary 

film series, a New York City event focus-

ing on gene editing technologies, a 

university-wide Bioethics Month, a gala 

celebration, and anniversary editions of 

existing programs including the Berman 

Institute Seminar Series and Freeman 

Family Ethics for Lunch programs. 

schedules are set.

HONORS AND AWARDS
Renee D. Boss, associate professor of pediatrics/neonatology 

and core faculty at the Johns Hopkins Berman Bioethics Institute, 

has been appointed the inaugural Rembrandt Foundation 

Professor of Pediatric Palliative Care. This professorship was 

endowed by the generosity of Mr. Mayo A. Shattuck III through 

the Rembrandt Foundation.

Bloomberg Distinguished Professor of Global Food & Agricultural 

Policy and Ethics Jessica Fanzo was promoted to full Professor 

with joint appointments in the Berman Institute and SAIS.

Jeremy Greene was awarded the 2021 Nicholas Davies Memorial 

Award by the American College of Physicians. Dr. Greene receives 

the award for “outstanding scholarly activities in history, 

literature, philosophy, and ethics and contributions to humanism 

in medicine.”

Jeffrey Kahn was named to a new National Academy of Medicine 

committee. The Committee on Emerging Science, Technology, 

and Innovation in Health and Medicine (CESTI) will address the 

potential societal, ethical, legal, and workforce implications of 

such technologies, with the goal of developing a multi-sectoral 

governance framework. In addition, Debra Mathews, the Institute’s 

Assistant Director for Science Programs, has been selected as 

an Academic Collaborator for CESTI.

Jeffrey Kahn also was elected to the National Academy of 

Medicine Council (board of directors).

Jeffrey Kahn, Mark Hughes, and Cynda Hylton Rushton 

were appointed to the Johns Hopkins Medicine/Johns Hopkins 

Health System Allocation of Scarce Resources Committee.

Mario Macis was promoted to full Professor at the Carey 

Business School. 

Debra Mathews became a Member of the Johns Hopkins 

University School of Medicine Biospecimen Transfer Committee.

Leonard Rubenstein was promoted to Professor of the Practice 

in the Bloomberg School of Public Health.

Cynda Hylton Rushton’s book, Moral Resilience: Transforming 

Moral Suffering in Healthcare, was chosen as a book of the year 

for Nursing Professional Issues by the American Journal of Nursing.

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health appointed 

Brendan Saloner as a Bloomberg Associate Professor of 

American Health in the Department of Health Policy and 

Management. This is an endowed position supported by the 

Bloomberg American Health Initiative through a gift from 

Bloomberg Philanthropies. Saloner is an associate professor  

in the Department of Health Policy and Management, with a 

joint appointment in Mental Health. He is also core faculty  

in the Berman Institute of Bioethics. 

Hecht-Levi Postdoctoral Fellow Brandi Scully was awarded 

the 2019 Cardiothoracic Ethics Forum Scholarship. The 

Cardiothoracic Ethics Forum is the joint entity of the American 

Association for Thoracic Surgery and the Society of Thoracic 

Surgeons that is responsible for ethics education in 

cardiothoracic surgery.

Jeremy Sugarman was appointed to COVID-19 Johns Hopkins 

Clinical Research Coordinating Committee and the COVID-19 

Johns Hopkins Steering Committee.

Considering a  
Future-Facing  
Global Health Ethics
Can the discipline of bioethics, and ethics more broadly, contribute to analyzing and 

stabilizing the world order, or even to making it better? And, more specifically, can 

ethical resources and reasoning help address the role that health could or should have 

in stabilizing or reforming the post-COVID world?

These are questions addressed by Jeffrey Kahn, and co-authors Anna Mastroianni 

and Sridhar Venkatapuram in their essay “Bioethics in a Post-COVID 

World: Time for Future-Facing Global Health Ethics,” part of the recently 

published JHU Press book, COVID-19 and World Order: The Future of 

Conflict, Competition, and Cooperation. 

“The pandemic has highlighted our interconnectedness and interdependency; 

it has compelled thinking about ethics and its relationship to health within 

and across countries, which requires greater coordination and cooperation 

in a world that seems geopolitically fractured. It has also exposed the 

limitations of the historically dominant approaches to bioethics, pointing 

to a need for approaches that take seriously and engage deeply the 

concerns of social justice and health equity—concerns that, during the 

COVID-19 response, have relevance for everything from decisions about 

the triage of lifesaving resources to global health policy,” wrote Kahn and 

his co-authors.

“Bioethics needs to do better, and we argue that this means a renewed focus on a 

global health ethics that recognizes and takes account of the realities highlighted by 

the pandemic: focusing on health, not just health care; health equity, not just allocation 

of scarce resources; and social justice, not just distributive justice.”

The book is the product of a two-day virtual forum hosted by the Johns Hopkins 

School of Advanced International Studies in June that gathered a multidisciplinary 

group of exceptional scholars, thinkers, and leaders to consider collectively the 

future of our world order after COVID-19. In a series of essays, international experts 

in public health and medicine, economics, international security, technology, ethics, 

democracy, and governance imagine a bold new vision for the future.

“When the pandemic is under control, societies will be left with the knowledge that 

social structural inequities produce inequities in health, along with the understanding 

that global pandemic responses and resilience require governments and societies to 

be more just,” wrote Kahn and his collaborators.

“Unfair global and social orders are not just bad for health. Health inequalities, and 

social responses necessary to sufficiently address pandemic threats, can devastate 

countries for years, affecting generations, and they threaten the global order. Health 

equity and human well-being must, therefore, be more of a central concern of global 

transformations under way and likely will need to be so for the foreseeable future.”
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Make a Gift Today.
The Johns Hopkins Berman Institute of Bioethics fulfills its 

mission by: 

 ● Advancing fair and compassionate healthcare  

that puts people first.

 ● Leading the charge for equitable and effective public 

health policies and practices.

 ● Guiding the ethical development and use of 

new technologies.

 ● Addressing disparities arising from global sustainability 

challenges.

 ● Preparing the next generation of leaders in bioethics.

Your Support Helps Put 
Ethics Into Action Worldwide. 

For information about supporting  

the Berman Institute’s work, contact 

Andrew Rentschler at 410-614-5651 

or visit bioethics.jhu.edu.
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